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TANGAROA BLUE OCEAN CARE SOCIETY - MARINE DEBRIS FACT SHEET #4
WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT MARINE DEBRIS?
The three words to combat marine debris are Recycle, Reuse and Reduce!!! We can all reduce the amount of plastic that we are using. Try taking reusable green shopping bags instead of plastic bags when you go shopping; have a look at the packaging that is used on products and choose those with less plastic; find out from your local council what can be recycled and make an effort to put those items in the recycling bin; and most importantly – don’t litter!!!
Because plastics comprise about 60 percent of the trash found on beaches and about 90 percent of the debris found floating in the water, industry support for reducing plastic trash and encouraging greater recycling rates could reduce the amount of litter reaching the coasts and oceans.

 United Nations Environment Programme, Global Programme of Action Coordination Office; Swedish Environmental Protection Agency; and United Nations International Maritime Organization. “Marine Litter—What & Where?” <www.marine-litter.gpa.unep.org/facts/what-where.htm> Accessed November 2, 2003.
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 In August 2000, an 8 metre Bryde’s whale stranded close to central Cairns in north Queensland. It died soon after. An autopsy found that the whale’s stomach was tightly packed with plastic - almost 6 square metres of it (see left picture)! The whale had swallowed supermarket bags, food packaging, three large sheets of plastic 2 metres long and fragments of garbage bags!

A plastic bag dropped in the street washes into stormwater drains which empty into the ocean. If you see plastic in the street, don t let it become whale food - pick it up and put it in a bin!

Australians use 4.5 billion plastic shopping bags per annum, with 1% ending up as litter in our streets, parks and beaches. Australians throw away about 4,000 recyclable plastic bags a minute, with 230,000 recyclable plastic supermarket bags dumped in landfill every hour. 
Plastic bags can be recycled and turned into new products such as park benches and fence posts.

Keep Australia Beautiful Council Plastic Bag Fact Sheet
Cigarette butts may seem small, but with an estimated 4.5 trillion butts (worldwide) littered every year, the toxic chemicals add up. Make sure that cigarette butts go into the bin, not on the ground! How many cigarette butts can you see in this picture taken at the beach?
Cigarette Litter Org www.cigarettelitter.org
Every time you go to the beach or on the boat, make sure that you leave nothing but footprints and take your rubbish home with you. Try and pick up at least one other piece of rubbish as well. Remember 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals are killed by marine debris every year!

With so much rubbish in our oceans, and an extra 6 million tonnes being added every year, it seems like an impossible task to collect it all out of the ocean. The best way to stop marine debris is to stop adding more rubbish into our oceans. Help protect our oceans! We can all make a difference the marine ecosystem is depending on it!!
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